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women. To him all questions relating to matrimony
belonged as arbiter in the last resort; he only could
dissolve the holy sacrament of marriage; the Pope by
declaring it indissoluble, claimed a right of enforcing
its due observance. Pope Ccelestine had bequeathed to
his successor the difficult affair of the marriage of Philip
Augustus; an affair which gave to Innocent the power
of dictating to that haughty sovereign.

Isabella of Hainault, the first wife of Philip Augustus,
JLD. USD. the mother of Louis VIII., had died before the
Dec. 27,1191. king's departure for the Holy Land. Three
Aj>.ii94. years after his return he determined on a
second marriage. Some connexion had sprung up
between the kingdoms of Denmark and of France.
Denmark was supposed to inherit from Canute the Great
claims on the crown of England; claims which, how-
ever vague and obsolete, might be made use of on occa-
sion to disturb the realm of his hated rival; his rival as
possessing so large a part of France, his personal rival
throughout the Crusades, Richard of England. Richard
"was now a prisoner in Germany; if Philip had no actual
'Concern in his imprisonment, he was not inactive in im-
peding his liberation. Eumour spoke loudly of the
gentle manners, the exquisite beauty, especially the
long bright hair, of Ingeburga, the sister of tl\e Danish
king. Philip sent to demand her in marriage; it was
said that he asked as her dowry the rights of Denmark,
to the throne of England, a fleet and an army to be at
his disposal for a year. The prudent Canute of Den-
mark shrunk from a war with England, but proud of
the royal connexion; consented to give the sum of
10,000 marks with his sister. Ingeburga arrived, iu
France, Philip Augustus hastened to meet her at
A.miens; that night, it was asserted by the queeu but